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Fire Chief

Matthew Russ
Battalion Chief

Brett Graham
Battalion Chief

Curvin Wolfgang
Battalion Chief

Matt Arnold
Battalion Chief

Joe Madzelan
Battalion Chief

Headquarters
50 Commons Drive

York, PA 17402

Office:  717-718-2383
Office Hours :

Mon. thru Fri. - 7:00 to 3:00
Operation Hours : 24/7
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FIRE CHIEFS COMMENTS

I am writing this welcome message as we transition from Spring 2022 to Summer 2022. As I do so, I cannot 
help but be amazed as to how fast the days seem to go by, but also am impressed with the great things our 
department has done so far this year.  

We have successfully worked with both union locals to develop a Lieutenant’s position and as such have already 
promoted our first lieutenant for the department. For those that have been around awhile, you may recall that 
this position existed in Spring Garden Township prior to the creation of YAUFR, but it went away with the first 
combined contract, so we are excited and grateful for the cooperation that brought this position back. 

Although we ended 2021 with some uncertainty regarding future staffing, we are now making progress and at 
Junes meeting the YAUFR Commission, they approved the consulting firm of Kramer and Associates to be the 
consultant to examine our present and future staffing needs. This move signifies a commitment to establishing 
safe and effective fireground staffing numbers and also will undoubtedly play a major role in our accreditation 
efforts. 

Officers and firefighters alike are providing input into potential apparatus specifications and alternatives are 
being sought for turnout gear replacement and repair issues due to the ongoing supply chain difficulties that all 
consumers are experiencing. 

Just yesterday, I witnessed our personnel rescue an unconscious man from the basement of a home where he 
was overcome by carbon monoxide. The man is expected to recover, but being able to witness our personnel 
save a life was a very proud moment and one that I will be forever grateful to have in my memories. 

With this issue, we bid farewell to Captain Richard Higgins who retired on June 
30, 2022 after a career with our department spanning 27 years, 3 months and 17 
days. Captain Higgins was one of the first Captains promoted after the creation of 
YAUFR. During his career he represented the department through activity with 
the FF Combat Challenge, he was active with several committees and will be 
remembered for his commitment to YAUFR and the growth of the department. 
Please join me in wishing Captain Richard Higgins all the best and long life in his 
well-deserved retirement. 
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FIRE CHIEFS COMMENTS

We also extend our sympathy to the family of Ramon “Doc” Wolfe, 
who passed away on June 18, 2022 following a lengthy illness. 
“Doc” served the citizens of East York for well over fifty years 
as a Station Chief for the Springetts Fire Company, as Fire Police 
Lieutenant and most recently as a Trustee for the Springettsbury 
Township Volunteer Fire Company. We express our condolences to 
Nancy and the family on Doc’s passing. 
 
In closing out this edition’s Chief’s Corner, I would like to 
recognize our administrative staff for the excellent work they 
perform everyday – and often on their off hours – to provide our 
personnel everything they need. Please make sure you always show 
Lisa and Laurie appreciation for all they do.  

We hope everyone has a safe and successful summer. And as always, remember to take care of one another! 
 
Stay safe,

Chief Hoff
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TRAINING

• YAUFR members completed a total of 7,025 training hours to date in 2022.

• During the 2nd quarter of 2022 crews focused on training   
 in the following areas: Truck Company Operations (Search 
  and Rescue, Ventilation, Ladders, Overhaul, Utility Control  
 and Aerial Operations), Engine Company Operations 
  (Pumps and Hydraulics, FDC Operations, Leader lines and 
  long lines, Hotels and Apartment Operations) and RIT  
 Operations (Firefighter Safety and Survival, LODD Report 
 Review, SCBA review and operations, Various RIT Drills).

• Annual spring company level burn training was conducted 
 on April 13th, 20th, and 27th.  Crews worked through 
 decision making scenarios relative to fires in below grade   
 and difficult access situations. 

• Annual respiratory FIT testing has been completed by all   
 shifts on the Scott Air Packs.
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TRAINING

• Remember to check your EMT con-ed status. Personnel are reminded to ensure all required
  con-ed is submitted and the recertification application is completed in a timely manner to avoid
 any issues before your certification expires.

• Please forward copies of training certificates that you receive so we can keep your training  
 records current.

DEPARTMENT STATISTICS

 
2021 Year To Date

Number of Incidents - 1,569 
 Station 891 YTD - 448

   Station 892 YTD - 162
   Station 893 YTD - 204

       Station 894 YTD - 210
       Station 895 YTD - 382

   Year To Date Fire Loss - $650,200
   Year To Date Property Saved - $22,316,805

Dispatch to Enroute Time - 01:12
Response To 1st Arrival Time - 05:15

 Station 891 YTD - 448
   Station 892 YTD - 162
   Station 893 YTD - 204

   Year To Date Property Saved - $22,316,805

 
2022 Year To Date

Number of Incidents - 1,728  
 Station 891 YTD - 533

   Station 892 YTD - 178
   Station 893 YTD - 275

       Station 894 YTD - 259
       Station 895 YTD - 483

   Year To Date Fire Loss - $10,382,780
   Year To Date Property Saved - $54,724,765

Dispatch to Enroute Time - 01:12
Response To 1st Arrival Time - 05:13
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Earlier this year, in response to questions raised during the 2022 budget process regarding what YAUFR’s 
apparatus staffing should be, the YAUFR Commission directed Fire Chief Hoff to develop a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) to have the issue studied by an outside consulting firm. 

In April of 2022, the YAUFR Commission voted in favor of advertising the RFP. The administrative staff 
advertised the RFP locally, as well as nationwide. The RFP was also directly sent to eleven (11) known 
consulting agencies as well as being advertised on our own website and Facebook pages.  

With a deadline for submissions set as May 27, 2022, the department received five (5) submissions from 
throughout the country. Command and Administrative Staff spent significant time reading and reviewing each 
submission in order to make an appropriate recommendation to the YAUFR Commission.   

At the June meeting of the YAUFR Commission, Commission Members voted to award the staffing study to 
Kramer and Associates, Fire Service Consultants. We are excited to begin this process and are confident that 
the information gained will provide valuable insight to our operations and provide the added benefit of being 
useful in our accreditation efforts as well.  

We anticipate this study to include discussions with personnel from every level and welcome the opportunity 
for honest feedback. We will provide more information via intra-departmental communications as this process 
develops.

STAFFING STUDY AWARDED
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GAS GRILLING SAFETY TIPS

With summer now upon us, it is a good time to review safety suggestions published by David Bower 
in June 22, 2020 on www.gasgrillhub.com: 
 
Have a Fire Extinguisher - The first and main safety instruction or action you need to take is to arrange and 
keep a fire extinguisher always by the side of the grilling machine. With the fire extinguisher at proximity, you 
can take quick actions if anything goes wrong. You can use the grill in the backyard or while you are camping 
far away without anything to worry about. 
 
Keep a Distance - Always set the gas grill away from the house, tent, and anything flammable so that 
accidents can’t do much damage to your property. It is common to have problems or little accidents while 
using a gas grill. Many users and experts with experience highly recommend people to maintain a distance for 
the safest grilling. 
 
Clean Regularly - One thing most people don’t do is the regular cleaning of the gas grill, which results 
in rusty parts. As a result, you can have accidents anytime, which won’t be the fault of the gas line or the 
cylinder. So, clean every time after cooking a meal using your gas grill so that you can know which part has 
become bad and change immediately. 

SUMMER SAFETY RESOURCES

Surviving the Hot Weather - National Safety Council (nsc.org) 
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/summer-safety/heat 

37 Summer Safety Tips For Your Next Newsletter (totalwellnesshealth.com) 
https://info.totalwellnesshealth.com/blog/summer-safety-tips
 
Summer Safety Tips: Staying Safe Outdoors - HealthyChildren.org
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-play/Pages/Summer-Safety-Tips-Staying-Safe-
Outdoors.aspx
 
Summer Safety Tips for Seniors | National Council For Home Safety and Security (alarms.org)
https://www.alarms.org/infographic-summer-safety-tips-for-seniors/



YORK AREA UNITED FIRE AND RESCUE NEWSLETTER
2022 SUMMER EDITION 

PAGE 8

GAS GRILLING SAFETY TIPS, CONTINUED

Check for Leaks - Always keep checking the gas lines 
so that you can notice potential leaks and take action 
accordingly. Gas leaks can easily be detected by smell 
or hearing hissing sound around the cylinder or gas pipe. 
If you smell gas, turn off the line immediately and take 
necessary actions to repair the leak and prevent significant 
accidents.
 
No Decorations Near the Grill - We know that parties 
without decoration are something that rarely happens, and 
you should not make any decorations near the gas grill. 
The temperature of the gas grills can rise very high, which 
can fire up certain decorative pieces causing significant 
accidents and hurt the members. 

Water Spray Bottle - As we cook food with different methods and recipes, it is often to fire up the food, or the 
flames can sometimes rise higher. So, you can keep a spray bottle full of water beside the cooking area and 
make sure that you can calm it down if the flame tries to go out of control. 

Don’t Close the Lid - It would be best if you did not keep the lid of the grill closed while turning on the gas 
line because it might build up gas inside. If you do such a thing, it will burst as soon as you light up the grill 
and seriously hurt you and the people nearby. So, always keep the lid open and take some time before lighting 
up the grill to make sure that there are no gas buildups. 

Constantly Monitor - While cooking on a gas grill, you must not leave the thing unattended for a long time to 
participate in the fun activities though it is very tempting. Either the chef or someone else must keep an eye on 
the cooking platform to notice anything unusual and take actions before it becomes too late to control.
 
Don’t Overload with Food - Parties with many members might make you feel pressured to cook quickly 
and serve as soon as possible. So, you might think of cooking a lot of food at once, and it is strictly not 
recommended because accidents happen when you try to cook over your grill’s capacity. 

Always Use Outdoors - This is an obvious point and should be considered as common sense rather than a tip. 
A gas grill or charcoal grill, no matter what kind of grill it is, you should not use it indoors without proper 
ventilation. Even if you make sure of proper ventilation, you should not cook inside your house due to several 
reasons. Always grill food outside and maintain the points mentioned above for having a fun time without 
worries. 

A special note regarding this final point – never grill on balconies or under roofs or canopies. 
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BURNING AND FIREWORKS
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SUMMER SAFETY AWARENESS
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SUMMER SAFETY AWARENESS


